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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 

1 1/24/06 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 - 3, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kokubo (US 2003/01 1 9562). 

With respect to claim 1, Kokubo disclose a portable communication apparatus 
100, comprising: a) first housing 160 including an open space surrounding display 142 
and a pair of hinge supports 140, the open space having at least one opening, the hinge 
supports extending longitudinally and surrounding opposite sides of the open space; b) 
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a hinge axis extending across the open space, paragraph [0039]; c) a second housing 
120 including a first display 122 [0038], rotatably connected to the first housing 160 to 
open from and close to the first housing; and d) a third housing surrounding including a 
second display 142, extending in a longitudinal direction of the second housing 120 to 
be accommodated in the open space to enable the third housing to rotate about the 
hinge axis 140; the first display and second display always facing upward in the same 
direction(See Fig.lA, displays 122 and 143 are facing upward in the open position; 
wherein the second display 142 is always exposed regardless of an open and closed 
states of the second housing to the first housing 160. 

With respect to claim 2, Kokubo discloses the portable communication apparatus 
100 according to claim 1, wherein the first housing 160 has an upper surface including a 
plurality of keys and a microphone 108, and the second housing 120 has a lower 
surface including a speaker device 104. 

With respect to claim 3, Kokubo discloses the portable communication apparatus 
100 according, to claim 1, wherein the third housing surrounding second display 142 is 
integrally connected to the second housing 120. 

With respect to claim 5, Kokubo discloses the portable communication apparatus 
100, comprising: a first housing 160 including an open space between the pair of hinge 
supports in hinge module 140, the open space having at least one opening, the hinge 
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supports extending longitudinally and surrounding opposite sides of the open space; a 
hinge axis extending across the open space; a second housing 120 including a first 
display and a second display located integrally connected to a second housing 120; 
wherein said first display 122 and said second display 142 are looked upward the same 
direction, and said second display is always exposed regardless of an open and closed 
states of the second housing to the first housing [0039]. 

With respect to claim 6, Kokubo discloses the portable communication apparatus 
100 according to claim 5, wherein the first housing 160 has an upper surface including a 
plurality of keys 162 and a microphone 108, and wherein the second housing 120 has 
the lower surface including a speaker device 104. 

With respect to claim 7, Kokubo discloses the portable communication apparatus 
according to claim 5, wherein the second display 142 is integrally connected to the 
second housing 120. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set . 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kokubo (US 2003/01 19562 A1) in view of Kido (US 2001/0016508). 

With respect to claim 4, Kokubo discloses the portable communication apparatus 
according to claim 1 , however Kokubo does not specifically disclose wherein a lower 
surface of the third housing protrudes from the lower surface of the second housing with 
a stepped shape. 

The Kido reference however discloses a secondary display 102 located on a third 
housing unit 109 wherein the third housing is protruding from the lower surface of the 
second housing 105. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement a 
protruding surface to house the secondary display as disclosed by Kido in order to 
properly view the display while the apparatus is in the "closed" position. 

With respect to claim 8, Kokubo discloses the portable communication apparatus 
according to claim 5, however Kokubo does not disclose wherein a bottom portion of the 
second housing protrudes from a top portion of the second housing with a stepped 
shape. 

The Kido reference however discloses a secondary display 102 located on a third 
housing unit 109 wherein the third housing is protruding from the lower surface of the 
second housing 105. 



Application/Control Number: 10/724,671 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2618 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement a 
protruding surface to house the secondary display as disclosed by Kido in order to 
properly view the display while the apparatus is in the "closed" position. 

The Kokubo and Kido references are analogous art because both references 
disclose electronic apparatuses, which are of the foldable type. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

With respect to applicant's arguments regarding claim 1 , the applicant claims that 
the first display 212 and second display 310 of the present invention always face 
upward in the same direction, regardless of whether the first display 212 is open or 
closed, however upon observing Fig.4 of the application, the second display 310 is 
facing in an upward direction, while first display is facing an opposite direction. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Chan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0570. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri (9AM - 5PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571)272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Richard Chan 
Art Division 2618 
3/18/07 
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